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TOO MUCH POLITIC

“Priests Gave Vent to Stror;;;_l*‘eeliﬁgs,” Says Von Bissing.
- “Your Complaints Not Definite,” Replies Cardinal
Mercier—Upholds Stand of the Clergy

Explanatory Comment

There arn protests as usual in the appended letters of Von Bisving, but there is also a nole of defor

yee which is significant.

For the second time the Governor General emphasizes the waiver of his claim to exact loyalty pledges
om the clergy and leaves the survey of their conduct to Cardinal Mercier, whose sympathy with patriotic utter-
y heartening to drooping spirits, characterized his whole courde throughout the war.

One does not hiave to look far to understand Von Hissing's concessions.

The primate was planning a visit

o Rome, and it was u foregone conclusion that, at least so fur sz matters of religlous jurisdiction were con-

tedrned, he would speak frankly.

Moreover, when the Governor Gerernl entrusted the Cardinal with supervision

the priests, ay regards their sermons, and rolied upon him to prevent alleged dangerous incursions into politics
'on Bissing was coneilistory townrd a dominant figure, of whom he, perhups, roon hoped to be rid.

But the Cardinal was not only a priest but & statesman of unceasing watchfulness,

His immediate detec-

: ':“’.Iliel‘l of what seems to have boen a plot to prevent his re-entry into Belgium compelled the government to grant him

a ssport which should specifieally accord him the right to veturn a:

well as to depart. Hig rejection of the

Hirst document put forward the date of his journey from November to Jatuary.

A In tha meantime, Von Rissing was maneuvered inlo

hg lacked in respect for the dignity of theiv ministry.”

such conecessions that the Cardinal wag enabled to write

'

-?U‘l unconicealed exultation his thanke for seeing himszelf “Intristed with the control of pricsts suspected of has
£

Unquestionably nt this point Von Rissing realized, however reluctantly, that it was impessible {0 prevent

g His way on certain vital subjects,

?ha Cardinal Trom havin

e —————————————
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] ‘dictine Monks of Si.

'Cardinal Mercier's Story

Incl: ding his correspondence with the German
authorities in Delgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mavence of
Louvain University and translated by the Bene-
Augustine’'s, Ramagate,
England.

CHAPTER XIX
Sermons Preached by the Clergy

N HIS interview with the Cardinal concerning the pas-
toral “An Appeal to Prayer,” Baron von der Lancken

had already complained in the Governor Genersl's name
of the abuse which, according to him, pricsts mude of

the liberty of speech granted them.

The Cardinal

having asked {for precise delails, the Baron answered
that he did not wish to bring about a discussion on this
subject, as he had not brought with him the documents
fn possession of the General Government ineriminating
o number of priests.

ject.

Time and agaln Von Bissing retarned to this sub
Setting aside the generalifics to which he had

econfined himself hitherto, he accused by name cerfair
priests of giving vent in their spermons to strong feel
ings of a political character:

Goverior General's Office, Brussela,

recently by the head of the political depariment, T
taka the liberty to point out lo your Eminence that
priegts continne, when preaching, to abuae the liberiy
gtven them as ministera of worship. Among the nu-
merous caxer whick hawe been brought to my notice 1
il oniy put forwerd the following !

it the Lourdea grotto, at Laekon, preachers are
conlinually uitering political snandfestoes. On Oolo-
her 14th ane of them went so far as to touch openly
and diveetly on the recruiting of the Belgian army.
His words must have been underatood by young Rel-
purna as an anvitation to disohey my ordera, about
the gense of which there conld he no doubt, The
preacher gave it out as certain that 12 per cent only
of the Brussels people fit for military sorvice had re-
joined the army, while 80 per cent of the provinee
lad passed over the fronlier and had enlisted. The
preachar kenew what he wes doing, for he knew of
woung people who had been punished for violating my
decracs.

Aa I have declared several times to your Ewmi-
nenee, I think that the guilt of these priests degerves
some extenwation from the fact that they feel them
aclves encouraged by the formal or tacit consent of
their acelemantical superiors, Nevertheless, I shall be
foreed to make the preacher of the Laeken sermon re-
apongibla if o atop 1s not put fo thore inconswlerate
procoedings i gome other way. Consequently, I beg
pour Eminence to let me know whether I may count
on gome disciplinary measure being taken by ecelesi

S IN SERMONS GF

waived my claim fo eoaot from each member of the
clergy o declaration of loyalty, confiding aa I did in
the pledge given by your Eminence and on your guar-
anteeing the peaceful attitude of the clergy.

[ offer to your Eminenca the expression of my
aincere ceteem and have the honor to be your devoted
sorvant,

(Signed) BARON VON BISSING,
Major General,

His Eminence replied to the Governor General's

remonstrances in his letter of November 87th.

Government General of Belgium, Bruassels,
P. A. 1. 0529, ' November 10th, 1916.
To His Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of
Malines.

Your Eminence will not be surprised if 1 raise a
violent protest against the sermon which the Rev.
Cardyn preached at Brussels in St Guduls on the
oocasion of the gervice for Bolgian soldiers killed in
the war. In the Flemish text especially, this sermon
shows an abuse of the liberty granted to the ministers
of worship.

As your Eminence aseisted al this service, T can
dispense myself from giving precise details about
the matter of thiz germon; but I must neverthelesn
exrpreag my surprise that such language was used in
wour presence. [ venture to hope that the preacher
Cardyn will heva to give an cecount of his action to
tha ceelesiastical anthoriiies ond ‘hat a guarantee will
be given me that such an abuac will not be repeated.

I present to your Eminence the expression of my
rinecers eateem and have the honor to be your devoted
servant,

(Signed) BARON VON BISSING,
Major General
Archbishop’s House, Malines,
November 12{1‘], 1016.
To His Excellency Baron von Rissing, Governor Gen-
eral of Belgium.

Sir—Your Exeellency’s dispatch, dated Novem-
ber 10th, No. 9520, was delivered to me yesterday
and T hasten to send you an acknowledgment of it.

It is no longer possible for me to send for the
Abbe Cardyn at the Archbishop's House hefore 1
leave for Rome,* but T will ask my administrator to
act a4 an interpreter of my wishes in this regard,
and on my return to Belgium I shall deem it my
duty to give him detailed instructions.

Accepl, your Excellency, the expression of my
sincere exteem,
(Signed) D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

Archbishop of Malines.

Archbichop's House, Malines,
November 27th, 1015,
To His Excellency Bavon von Bissing, Governor Gen-
oral, Brussels,
Sir—TI have just this moment received your Ex-
*Note—The Cardionl meant, to go a fow days later
ta Tloma whither be had just been called by His Foli
ness, Pope Benedict XV. Hut when he discovered that

the passport given him by the German authorities snid
nothiug about hiy return, he put off his journey nnd

cellency's dispatch No, 0742, dated November 24th
and I hasten to answer it.*

T have made inquiries about the sermon preached
al the Loundes Grotlo at Jette St. Plerre on Oclobor
14th. The preacher inveighed against the frivolous
apirit which draws to the cinema and worldly pleas-
ures young men whoso right place wag elsewhere,
viz., at the service of their country., He did, in fact,
at this part of his sermon give some statistics. He
said that at the time of the enrollment of volunteers
in our army 12 per cent of the young men of Brus-
sels hadrenlisted, whila there were 80 per cent who
came from the country. The very precision of the
figures shows that the orator had in view the en-
rollment of young men before the German occupn-
tion, for on what #ource would he have relied for
giving figures of recruiting at the present time?

I will look into the case of the Rev. Mr. Swalus,
althongh the accusation brought against him by your
Exeellency ia exceedingly vague; also the ease of the
Rev. Wittemberg,

But I am now in = position Lo sssert that the
Vicaire Mussche did not preach in the ehurch in tha
Chaussee de Waterloo on October 24th and thut there
is no such priest as Carpentier atlached to that
church.

Accept, dear Governor General, the assurance
of my sincere esteem.

(Signed) D, J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines.

Archbizhop's Houde, Malines,
Decomber 3rd, 1916,
To His Exeellency Baron von Bisging, Governor Gen-
eral, Brussels.

Sir—I am now in a position to complete the in-
formation 1 had the honor of addressing vour Ex-
cellency on November 27th in answer to your letter
No. 0742, dated November 24th.

In that letter your Excellency mentioned the ser-
mons preached on October 14th by the Rev. Swalus
at Laeken (Jette St. Pierre), and by the Rev. Cardyn
at Ste. Gudule on Novamber Sth. You there cen-
sured the sermons preached October 81st by the Cure
Swalus at Laeken and Oectober 24th by the Revs, Car-
pentier and Mussche in the Church of Ste. Alice at
Schaerbeek.

The explanations T had the honor to give your
xeelleney in my letter of November 27th regarding
the sermon of Oectober 24th ought to have seatisfied
your Excellency; this same letter put the case of
the Revs. Carpentier and Mussche out of question,
as they did not preach on October 24th.

There remain the easeg of the Rev. Swalus (Oc-
teber 81st), tha Rev. Cardyn (November 8th) and
the Rev. Wittemberg.

The Cure Swalus, whom T questioned yesterday
at Brussels, tells me that he has been summonerd
soveral times to the Kommandantur during the last

*Noto-—This dispatch has not boen found. Ax
ean be gathered from the Cardinel’s letter of December
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fow days and that he has in vain domanded to ba
brought fuce to face with his accusers, 1le wished the
grievances nrticled against him to be arawn up in
detail, in order that he might give a straightfor-
ward explanation. He wig answered that his aceusers

nre no longer here. In reality, it wax not he, bul
Pere Malot who preached on October f81st in' the
Church of the Chaussee de Waterloo. As a maller
of fact, the Rev. Father's sermon had for its sole
subject a theme which was as far removed as it
could be from our earthly conflicts, viz,, “The Beatific
Vision." Nol ohe word pasted the lips of the Rav,
Father which could give offéense to the most suscepti-
ble of his hearers, As e guaranteo of this statement
T have several witnesses altogether worthy of belief,
who were present at the sermon und were capable of
theroughly understanding it.

It is less easy to answer the scruples of your
Excellency about the presching of the Revs, Cardyn
and Wittemberg, because neither your dispatch of the
ith ner that of the 24th brings forward any definite
complaint,

The dispateh of November 4 sayx that somw’
Catholies, offended in Wheir religions sentiments by »
sermon of the Vicaire Wittemberg atb Ste. Alice, left
the church before the end of the sermon. I had an
opportunity of seeing M. Wittemberg, but was unable
to get at the bottom of the matter for want of any-

thing definite which the German authorities thinle- - :

they can bring against him, If these Catholics hesi-
tate, which 1 can understand, to tell a lay power
what it was that troubled their condtience, would
they be unwilling to come forward and confide it to
their bishop?

They know thal they have no reprisals to fear
on our part svid that we have no interest in abusing
their confidence.

As regards the sermon of November 8 at Ste.
Gudule, T believe T can put my finger on what gave
your Excellency cause for anxiety. A German of high

standing said to a {rustworthy person, who re- |

peated it to me, that the Abbe Cardyn hud compared
Germany to a prostitute, As a matter of fact, this
person was led into error by u spy who heard
the word “prostitution,”” and applied it in a distorted
aense. I heard the preacher myself. He denounced
a few wretched wighta who, instead of joining in the
general mourning of the country, unmindful of their
brothers, father or husband fighting for them, hand
themselves over shamefully to the enemy.

I do not wish to end this letter without thanking
vour Excellency for being so good as to accede to my
desire, expressed at sundry times, of sceing myself
intrusted with the control of priests suspected of
having lacked in respect for the dignity of their
ministry.

Accept, dear Governor Gieneral, the expression
of my sincere csteem.

(Signed) I, J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines.

ard, the Governor General came back on the com-
plaints which he bad elready statod in his dispntehes
of November Oth and 10th and Lrought up fresh ae-
cnsations ngaingt the Reverends Swalug, Carpentior,
Musgche and Wittembersg.

hefors answoring the enll of the Holy Father he desired
to weoure guaranties that would allow him te roturn
to Belgium with as much ease as bhe had been allowed
1o 1;“” it.  Ile did not sturt for Rome till January
12, 1016,

Navember 6th, 1815.
To Hiz Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Avchbinhop of
Malines.*
I'n eonsequence of verba! repreosentationa mads

autical authority. I believe I have this vight. T have

*Note—The original of this letter has not been
fognd. Thera only exists one translation of it in the
archives of the Archbishop’s house.

(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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“SAVE 409, OF YOUR COAL “BILL”

This little apparatus insures per=
feet combustion by burning the gas
which. otherwise goes up the chim-
ney and through the rooms.

Easily operated. Will lasi for
vears, The price is only £6.00, and
it goon pays for ftself. =

Ask for literature,
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| komaly done. and J, J. Owens's “Big  nn up-to-date musle revie are wome of | girl, and Mr. Wielder excellently im-{ HERE' THIEF detectives arn searching loday for o
BOOK PLAY PREMIER Joel 'l‘.;r(;;m" had something in it of | the high lights of the *“All Jaezz Revue.' | personated the young man who finds S A YULETIDE/ blue sproce tree ds the first step toward
the upstanding fineness of Bill Mart snd | In the cast ara such starg s Lou Pow - |1.Imt. the eourse of true love never did finding the thief, —

I.. Heron's **Nathan Cherry'® was a8 | ors, Pat Dally, I'carl Hamilton nnd | run smooth, Pt )
FEATURE AT WALNUT| hrnﬁq:‘wm;n::nl “gneery’’ as u rich ripe | Margie Catlin. ki _— Mr. Wohlert says that a thief en- | ]!

villain of the mountains should be. People’s ..”-.". _Ili ' Hoorss!" Glves Own Book as Christmas Gift| tered his grounds lInst year and cut
And there was a bappy balancing of .-h-»nrol-.li np l-n;r]c-'-{-: e l"qhu- in::gvn-ar:h' A book of which he ix the anthor was | Teward for the arrest of o man who | down 8 §20 bluo spruce for a Christ-
HLittle Shepherd of Kingdom I"“,"’?'l hate, und a generous i‘"'-'"“"l‘l'"' With its pepin rll’.lii-m and Fiﬂ?.'-'. i mels | fhe Christmns presout distributed by | Seems 1o have fallen ioto the habit of | mas tree, and that the man retuyrned a
= of wooing nnd feuding to giva the weil- ady, The 1020 ndition bs written steietly | the Wer. David L(_ Htoele to GO0 mem- I,.mumg n Christmus teeq overy yeoar | few days ago nud chopped down an.
Come," by John R. Fox,

|'Reward Offered for Arrest of Christ-
mas Tree Chopper

Squire Middleton's hat, which wos a | 10squers mree in the casf,

known John Fox, Jr.. flaver, , - | Clisiag : B W | lue spruce, talle |
1 Sh S Lia x hureh of Bt L tlie | bas been offered by A. ¥H. Wohlert, | other blue spruce, taller and finer than
And, mowt® delightful of ull, was |Up 1 the wew year. Pavorita bur IIEFII?P;::’:;J“ of 1“:{:5,‘!,01"._‘!“ ﬂ.ﬂ‘ﬁ:ud ! | nurseryman ot Narberth, and amuatenr l the other.

. Produced

Dorothy Dunn was the delightful Tif
tla bundle of emotions which guve life
to the rather mechanieal movement of
ineident in *““The Little Bhepherd of
Kingdom Come'" last night at tha Wil

In her little yed dress that was na
unstudied In the hang of it ax Lier per-
sonality was in ils charm, this black-

better comedian than has come salong
the avenns this many a day. Jemes
Kenedy did the squire, and manipo-
Inted the squire’s droll high top hat,
Tay Brennan, as Margaret Denn, tho
sottlement maid, and Ralph Macdonald,
us Major Buford, completed the most
actlye of a rather Targs oput

AT THE BURLESQUE HOUSES

| |
| Bljou—""Cabaret Girls"" were seen in |
dunces and  spreialties that were us
viried and edlorful as the most blase
devaten af the “‘whesl™" could nsk for.
The cast was of exceptionnl guality.

Qld Favorite at the Orpheum

Liottie Dlaie Marker™s T uder Santh -
lery SHkiex'' wasd presentod ot the O
| phoum. Ttis a story of the land of cot.
| ton and wagnolin bloom, of ehivalrous,

For Hentears nud Hot-Walsr Furnaces

Manufactured by

CLEMMENS & COMPANY

1039 Glenwood Ave. and 3417 N.
Agents Wanted
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PHOTOVLAYS

The followit;g theatres obtain their pictures
through the STANLEY Company of Amer-

exed. black-haired, young person proved Casino Burleaque artlsts of wide | impulsive menand lavely women of nnte-

by far the most natural characler of | reputation festurs the production of [ bellum dags, 1t deals with a family | ics, which is a guarantee of early showing

the ]}l‘.’lj’. Two burleftas | seeret thnt hns bosn buried for vears "

) of the finest productions. Ask for the theatre

w: %MIRICA in your locality obtaining pictures through
the Stanley Company of America.

i =i === AL & e T —
Alhambra 12th, Morris & Paseyunk Ave, PALACE :-u‘a‘la}\ul‘\"ij Iusl‘];‘:tll:mpl: =
K1

] Dramatization from novels | **The 8tur and tiarter.**
i quite generally, it seems, u polyglot! affered are varied with a series of spe- | only to be unenrthed by 4 sultor of the
of episodes which eventually rumble| cialties. Charies Burny, Hay Reod. | heroine, who is bose enough to try to |
along to some gort of huppy ending, and | Florenes Darley and Chubby Drisdule | foree her into » marringe with him, In

ry + . z e ! In |
“The Littla Bhepherd of NKingdom  pra the Jeaders in the progeam of | e end ler parents are reunited, the VA I“ D U s E N A N S OK s Co
girl is restored to her troe Jovey '1”[,1 #ll [ D I E "

Come'" 18 no exception. And yet it| funmakiog.
onds happily,  Miss Desmond was emo-
JEWELERS

wak pleasant rambliog withal,
tionlly effective ns the young southern
== 123 CHESTNUT ST.

Vaudeville specialticg and Maj, Dailynt 2: Evid, U440 & 9,

ORENTE HEED in MARY PICKFORID in
4 CHRART o THE HILLS"
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George Simpson's Clhud wag whele Trocadern

A WOMAN'S L.AW

The Secret of Saliva

CIENCE has discovered the
secret of galiva. Saliva pro-
tects teeth.

The arch enemies of teeth are
the poisons of food decay. Saliva
destroys these poisons.

N_ 1o GEORGE WALSH
THE FLAME OF THE YUKON'

DB WINNING. STRONKE
BROADyﬁx:EE:?ﬁ";dﬁfin RUBY R e i oy

STUART BLACKEURN g © & M
n . ACK ~N
iy TURE O AMBITION' DAWR ®
CAT 21 MARKET STREOT ETTEIE TR
CAPlTOL 10 A, M, T 11:46 P M. SAVOY L] ‘;Mﬁczl?o ';E'let!ﬁm
T UONSTANCE BINNEY In MADGE KENNEDY (4
CETRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL'

teeth, protecting them and keeping
the mouth in a healthy condition.

Mennen's is a remarkable eleans-
ing agent. It eleans and polishes
the teeth and breaks down tartar
formations without seouring or grind-
ing the enamel.

A 20% content of alechol serves
as a conditioner of the gyms and
exerts an antiseptic action.

Mennen Cream Dentifrice is sei
entific because it is based on Na-
ture's method of preserving teeth.
it cleans them and helps Nature to
keep them clean,

You will like Mennen's. It is
pleasant to use and leaves the mouth
cool and refreshed. Your teeth
will look better and will cause you
lesas trouble.

Buay one tube.

PLATINUM AND
DIAMONDS

FLEXIBLE BRACELETS VASES : |
BAR PINS LAMPS |
BROOCHES

WRIST WATCHES
EAR RINGS
PENDANTS
LORGNONS
LORGNON CHAINS
SCARF PINS

DRESS VEST CHAINS

STUDS
CUFF LINKS

SILVER AND
BRONZE

“ERSETWHILE BUSAN"

COLONJAL o= &3 Ay, | STANLEY M/er, Anoveiaiy

3 | A, M. to 11710 P, M.
WILL ROGERS 1n A o, 3
“ALMOBT A HUBBAND" TTA 87 ART In

1 1 “MIND THE PAINT GIRL*
ETS MAIN 8T, MANAYUNKC [ & = = .
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BOWLS GEORGE WALEH In ] b Mot 1Ls P M
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So all that is necessary ta pre-
serve sound teeth is to keep them
edlean and to maintain a copious

flow of saliva.

Is Lthere anything quite like frait
juices to make your mouth water-
the juices of grapes, limes, lemons
or oranges’

Mennen Cream Dentifrice con-
tains a mild, beneficial fruit acld
which stimulates the salivary glands
and increases the quantity and
quality of saliva.

For a long time after you use
Mennen's, saliva cascades over yvour

GOLD AND
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES

HAT PINS
VEIL PINS

STERLING
SILVER

PHI GRAY HORIZON'
FRANKLIN ™7 & e

MRS, CHARLER CHAPLIN In
“HOoME'
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BRACELETS
LINGERIE PINS
DORINE POWDER BOXES
LA VALLIERES
BEAD NECKLACES
MESH BAGS

BAR PINS
BROOCHES
THIMBLES

RINGS

CARD CASES
SCARF PINS
CIGARETTE CASES
MATCH BOXES
CIGAR CUTTERS
PENCILS

STUDS

CUFF LINKS

PEN KNIVES

TIE CLASPS
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PITCHERS
CANDLESTICKS

MARY FICKFORD In
CHIIEART O THE HILLAT

BERRY BOWLS
COFFEE CUPS AND SAUCERS
BREAD TRAYS

TMPER!

GOTH & WALNU'T ETH
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FUGENE O'BRIEN in
CHEALED HEARTSEY

SYANK®E DOODLE 1N BERLIN

FRUIT BASKETS
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VAS
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CARD CASES
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